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ACTION EB-07 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-09 ISO-OO COME-OO SS-15 /032 W 

118264 

R 190600Z MAR 75 
FM AMEMBASSY DOHA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0280 

UNCLAS DOHA 0326 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS : BRTA, QA 

SUBJECT : CHECKLIST FOR AMERICAN BUSINESS VISITORS 
REF: (A) STATE 60016; (B) DOHA A-7 

FOLLOWING IS REPEAT OF EMBASSY CONTRIBUTION TO CHECKLIST SENT 
AS ENCLOSURE TO REFAIR. 

13. QATAR 

A. TRADE POLICY - THE GOVERNMENT OF QATAR ENCOURAGES 
FOREIGN TRADE AND THERE ARE VERY FEW RESTRICTIONS ON THE 
IMPORT OF GOODS. DUTIES ON MOST ITEMS ARE LOW, GENERALLY NOT 
MORE THAN 2 PER CENT. UNLESS SPECIFICALLY EXEMPTED, ALL 
FOREIGN FIRMS MUST BE REPRESENTED BY A QATARI COMPANY, EITHER 
AS AN AGENT OR PARTNER. CURRENCIES MAY BE IMPORTED AND EX- 
PORTED FREELY. AT THE PRESENT TIME, THERE ARE NO TARIFF ON 
REGULATORY BARRIERS FOR THE PROTECTION OF LOCAL INDUSTRY. 

B. AMERICAN PRODUCTS AND TECHNOLOGY ARE RELATIVE NEW- 
COMERS TO QATAR. IN 1973, THE U.S. SHARE OF THE MARKET WAS 
SLIGHTLY OVER 10 PER CENT. WHILE QATARIS GENERALLY HAVE A 
HIGH OPINION OF AMERICAN GOODS, OTHER SUPPLIERS, ESPECIALLY 
EUROPEANS, HAVE BEEN TRADING HERE FOR MANY HEARS AND THE GOVERN- 
MENT, AS WELL AS LOCAL MERCHANTS, ARE MORE FAMILIAR WITH THEIR 
METHODS AND PRODUCTS. U.S. FIRMS COMING TO QATAR SHOULD BE 
PREPARED TO SPEND A GOOD DEAL OF TIME FAMILIARIZING PROSPECTIVE 
CUSTOMERS WITH THEIR COMPANIES AND PRODUCT LINES. SUCCESS ON 

AN INITIAL VISIT IS NOT UNCOMMON, BUT OFTEN SEVERAL TRIPS ARE 
NECESSARY TO COMPLETE A TRANSACTION. 
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